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to leave before the audience is weary, while they can say, when they miss you from the scene: * She was still fine in her role. It is a pity ! '
" Since a new taste, or new caprice, of the Monarch has led his affections away, know how to endure a fantasy which you have not the power to remove. Despatch yourself with a good grace; and let the world believe that sober reflections have come to you, and that you return, of your own free will, into the paths of independence, of true glory, and of honour.
" Your position of superintendent with the Queen has been from the very first almost a sinecure. Give up to Madame de Maintenon, or to anyone else, a dignity which is of no use to you, for which you will be paid now its full value; which, later, is likely to cause you a sensible disappointment; for that is always sold at a loss which must be sold.at a given moment. " Nature, so prodigal to you, Madame la Marquise, has not yet deflowered, nor recalled in the least degree, those graces and attractions which were lavished on you. Retire with the honours of war.
" Annoyance, vexation, irritation, do not make yqur veins flow with milk and honey; you would lose upon the field of battle all those treasures which it is in your power to save. " Adieu, Madam.
" This communication, though anonymous, is none the less benevolent. I desire your peace and your happiness."